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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) Device for transferring or threading b e g i nn i ngs 
of a band, e sp e c i a ll y of e xtr e m el y th i n bands, from a band mach i n i ng or band 
proc e ss i ng un i t to a or i nto a furth e r proc e ss i ng un i t or w i nd i ng r eel , cons i st i ng of a sa i d 
thin strips into strip head ends from a strip machining or processing facility to or into a 
further treatment facility or winding drum comprising: 

a transfer table {tyj whos e w i dth corr e sponds at le ast to th e w i dth of th e band to 
b e conv e y e d, and whos e tab le surfac e has a le ngthw i s e s l ot (8) i n th e conv e y i ng 
d i r e ct i on of th e band, wh i ch i s narrower than th e m i n i mum w i dth of a band to bo 
conv e y e d, by m e ans of wh i ch th e upper run of a sa i d conv e yor b el t (7) runn i ng i n th e 
conv e y i ng d i r e ct i on of th e band can b e pivot e d ov e r th e surfac e of th e transf e r tab le and 
to wh i ch th e band to b e conv e y e d can b e conn e ct e d by e xt e rna l forc e for a wh ile the 
width of which is at least equal to the width of said thin strip, and the surface of which 
table defines a lengthwise slot in the direction of movement of said thin strip, which slot 
is narrower than the minimum width of said thin strip, and through which slot the upper 
belt of a conveyor, that is circulating in the direction of movement of said thin strip, can 
be swivelled out across the surface of the transfer table wherein said thin strip is 
fictionally connected intermittently to said surface . 

2. (Currently Amended) A device d e v i c e in accordance with claim 1 , 
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charact e r i z e d i n that wherein 

magnets are positioned underneath said upper belt of said conveyor 
[[,]] which pull the band thin strip to b e conv e y e d against the top side surface of 
the upper belt thereby to frictionallv connect intermittently the strip to said top surface . 

3. (Currently Amended) A device device in accordance with claim 2, 
wherein said charact e r i z e d i n that th e magnets are electromagnets. 

4. (Currently Amended) A device device in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein charact e r i z e d i n that th e said conveyor b el t (7) is prov i d e d w i th ho le s 
perforated , and wherein that suction nozzles are positioned underneath an upper 
beltrr .11 which pull the thin strip against the top surface of said upper belt band to b e 
conv e y e d aga i nst th e top s i d e of th e upp e r run, ar e arrang e d und e r th e upp e r run . 

5. (New Claim) A device for transferring or threading thin strips comprising a 
transfer table having a width that is at least equal to the width of a thin strip, and a 
surface that defines a slot along the direction of movement of said thin strip; 

said slot (i) having a width that is less than a minimum width of said thin strip, 
and (ii) accepting an upper belt of a conveyor that is circulating in the direction of 
movement of said thin strip, said upper belt being arranged so as to be swivelled out 
across said surface; wherein a magnetic field acting through said surface causes said 
thin strip to be intermittently frictionally engaged with said surface. 
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6. (New Claim) A device for transferring or threading thin strips comprising a 
transfer table having a width that is at least equal to the width of a thin strip, and a 
surface that defines a slot along the direction of movement of said thin strip; 

said slot (i) having a width that is less than a minimum width of said thin strip, 
and (ii) accepting an upper belt of a conveyor that is circulating in the direction of 
movement of said thin strip, said upper belt being arranged so as to be swivelled out 
across said surface; wherein a vacuum acting through an opening in said surface 
causes said thin strip to be intermittently frictionally engaged with said surface. 
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